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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GODSTCHE. 


AEMJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  I'.BDICAL  OEFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YSilR  1955 

TO  Tlffl  CHAIRMATT  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HJBLIC  HEALTH  COMgTTEE. 

Ilr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I Leg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  of  Godstone  in  the  year  1955.  The 
Report  is  drawn  up  generally  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  indicated  in  Circular  17/55,  and  follows 
the  same  arrangement  as  earlier  issues  in  the  same  series.  For  ease 
of  reference,  the  required  information  is  presented  as  far  as  possible 
in  tabular  form. 

The  population  of  the  Godstone  Rural  District,  including 
members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area,  v/as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  to  be  33,960  at  mid-year,  1955.  This  represents  a 
reduction  of  110  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1954  which  is  not 
readily  explained,  as  there  was  ..no.  unusual- movement  of  population  out 
of  the  district  to  account  for  any  appreciable  loss  by  migration; 
moreover,  the  live  births  in  the  area  outnumbered  the  total  deaths  by 
65,  so  that  there  was,  in  fact,  a fairly  substantial  population 
increment  by  natural  increase.  It  seems  likely,  therefore,  that  the 
official  estimate  is  an  understatement  of  the  actual  resident 
population;  in  that  case,  the  various  statistical  rates  for  the  year, 
which  are  calculated  on  the.  esrimate,  v/ould  represent  a somewhat  higher 
degree  of  sickness  and  mortality  than  v/as,  in  fact,  experienced. 

Extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  for  the  Rural  District 
for  1955  are  set  out  in  Table  II,  The  recorded  birth  rate  of  14.0 
per  thousand  of  the  population  is  the  highest  for  the  past  five 
years  and,  when  adjusted  in  the  prescribed  manner  to  make  due  allowance 
for  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  local  population,  is  advanced 
to  15.1,  which  is  slightly  above  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

It  is  especially  noteworthy  that  the  rise  in  the  birth  rate  v/as 
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accompanied  by  a sharp  decline  in  mortality  of  young  infants  and  in  the 
proportion  registered  as  still-born.  Attention  might  also  be  drawn  to 
the  very  favourable  survival  rate  of  illegitimate  infants. 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  area  include  those  of  local 
residents  who  died  elsev/here,  but  exclude  those  of  temporary  residents, 
which  are  transferred  to  the  districts  in  which  they  previously 
resided.  The  total  number  of  deaths  so  assigned,  was  A13,  of  which 
198  were  of  males  and  215  of  females.  The  death  rate  calculated  on 
this  total  is  12,1  per  thousand  of  the  estimc'.ted  population,  as  compared 
with  13*6  in  1954  and  13.5  in  1953;  valid  comparison  cannot  be  made 
with  the  death  rates  for  earlier  3'’ears,  in  view  of  alterations  in  the 
meantime  in  the  method  adopted  for  the  statistical  treatment  of 
certain  transferable  deaths.  When  the  recorded  death  rate  is 
adjusted  for  purposes  of  comparison  it  is  reduced  to  10. 7,  which 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a v/hole, 
which  Was  11,7. 


The  numbers  of  deaths  of  each  sex  in  various  age  groups 
were  as  follows:- 


Age  Group. 

Ivlales 

. , Females. 

Total. 

0-1  year 

5 

A 

9 

1 “ 5 years 

- 

- 

— 

5-10 

1 

— 

1 • 

10-15  ” 

3 

— 

3 

15-20  ” 

1 

1 

2 

20  - 30  » 

3 

2 

5 

30  - AO  " 

6 

2 

. 8 

AO  - 50  " 

10 

6 

16 

50  - 60  " 

31 

15 

A6 

60  - 70  " 

45 

25 

70 

70  - 80  ” 

53 

77 

130 

80  - 90  " 

35 

76 

1 1 1 

90  - 

5 

7 

12 

198 

215 

413 

The 

number 

of  deaths 

of  infants  under  the  age 

of 

twelve  months  is 

except 

ionally  Io’at  and  is  equivalent  to  an 

infant 

mortality  rate  of 

18.8 

per  thousand  live  births,  Vi/'hich  is 

the  second 

lowest  ever  observed  in 

the  Rural 

District;  the  corresponding  rate 
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for  England  and  Yfeles  was  24.9.  Eight  of  the  infant  deaths  took 
place  in  hospital  and  were  ascribed  to  prematurity  or  gross 
congenital  defect;  six  infants  failed  to  servive  the  first  four 
weeks.  It  is  improbable  that  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  young 
infants  will  fall  much  below  its  present  level  until  more  is  known 
of  the  causes  and  possible  means  of  prevention  of  premature  birth  and 
congenital  abnormality,  to  which  most  of  the  infant  deaths  are  now 
attributed.  This  matter  is  at  present  the  subject  of  detailed 
investigation.  At  the  other  end  of  the  age  scale  it  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  roughly  two-thirds  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons 
over  the  age  of  seventy  years,  including  twelve  nonagenarians. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  specified  causes  are 
set  out  in  Table  III.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation, 
including  affections  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain,  accounted 
for  rather  less  than  one-half  of  the  total  and  in  most  cases 
were  of  the  terminal  or  degenerative  type  associated  with  senility. 
This  proportion  is  somewhat  lower  than  usual  and  is  not  unduly 
high  when  considered  in  relation  to  the  age  group  distribution  of 
the  population  of  the  Rural  District,  Deaths  from  all  forms  of 
cancer  and  malignant  disease  form  the  second  largest  group  and 
made  slightly  more  than  their  usual  contribution  to  the  total.  The 
increase  is  mainly  due  to  the  greater  number  of  deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  lung,  particularly  amongst  miles  over  middle  age.  Mortality 
from,  this  cause  has  shovm  a marked  upward  trend  in  national  and 
local  statistics  during  recent  years  which  is  no  doubt  due  to  a 
combination  of  factors,  many  of  which  are  as  yet  unidentified. 

Special  reference  might  be  made  to  the  exceptionally  lov/  mortality 
from  the  acute  infectious  diseases  and  from  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis.  The  relative  numbers  of  deaths  from  other  defined 
and  specified  diseases  approximate  very  closely  to  those  previously' 
observed  in  the  Rural  District  and  do  not  indicate  unusual  or 
excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  cause. 
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The  most  notev/orthy  epidemiological  event  of  the  year, 
in  the  numerical  sense,  was  widespread  prevalence  of  measles  in  the 
spring  and  summer  months.  In  the  second  half  of  the  year  there  Y/as 
a sporadic  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis,  which  has  steadily  increased  in 
prevalence  in  recent  years.  This  is  a matter  of  serious • concern,  not 
only  because  the  disease  may  be  disabling  or  even  fatal  in  its  effects, 
but  also  because  of  the  practical  difficulties  in  the  application  of 
effective  measures  to  limit  spread  of  infection.  The  primary 
difficulty  in  the  latter  respect  is  the  absence  of  a simple  and  reliable 
test  for  the  speedy  detection  of  infected  persons  who  do  not  present  any 
recognisable  symptoms  of  the  disease,  but  are,  nevertheless,  capable 
of  transmitting  it  to  others.  There  is  strong  presumptive  evidence 
that  many  of  the  actual  cases  originate  from  such  sources.  The 
impending  introduction  of  a safe  and  effective  vaccine  for  general  or 
selective  inoculation  against  poliomyelitis,  preferably  in  combination 
with  the  immunising  agents  in  use  against  other  diseases,  will  greatly 
extend  the  scope  of  preventive  action  in  this  field.  Attention  might 
also  be  drawn  to  the  progressive  increase  in  prevalence  of  acute 
gastro-intestinal  infections,  such  as  bacillary  dysentery  and  food 
poisoning,  of  which  several  cases  v/ere  reported  during  the  year. 

Although  these  diseases  are  not  usually  severe  and  are  seldom  fatal, 
their  investigation  and  control  absorb  an  undue  amount  of  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  Infections 
of  this  nature  are  very  rarely  conveyed  directly  from  person  to  person, 
but  are  generally  spread  through  the  medium  of  food  or  other  vehicle 
contaminated  with  the  excreta  of  infected  persons.  To  that  extent 
they  are  essentially  preventable  by  strict  observance  of  the 
ordina.ry  simple  rules  of  personal  cleanliness,  particularly  by  those 
engaged  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  raw  or  pre-cooked  food 
intended  for  consumption  by  others.  Individual  instruction  in  this 
matter  is  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  routine 
visits  to  food  premises  and  catering  establishments. 
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I gratefully  acknowledoie  ray  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Comraittee  for  the  consideration  they 
have  shown  to  me  throughout  the  year.  My  sincere  thanks  are  due  also 
to  Mr,  A,  H,  Sewell,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  to  the  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area  for  their  willing  assistance  and  close 
co-operation  in  all  matters  of  mutual  concern. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BBIGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


17th  August,  1956. 
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ST/.TISTIGS  MD  GGEDITIONS. 


Area  (Land  and  Inland. Water)  in  acres  52,507 

^Population •at  Gensus,  1951  32,823 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident 

population  at  Mid-year,  1955  33,960 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 

1955?  according  to  the  Rate  Books  1 0,1 33 

Rateable  Value  (l955)  £524? 570 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £1  ,4^3 


TABLE  I 

The  area  and  population  at  the  1951  Gensus  of'  the  Various  ' 
Parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District,  and  the  rateable  value  of  each  Parish 
at  the  end  of  1955?  are  as  follows 


PARISHES 

AREA  IN 

AGRES 

RATEioBLE  VaLUE 

AT  END'  OP 

1955 

GMSUS  POPULiTiai 
OP  PARISHES 

1 951 

Bletchingley 

5,813 

£ 

38,897 

3,164 

BurstoY/ 

4,750 

.37,086 

, 2,961  . , 

Ghelsham 

2,703 

16,412 

1,39-0  . 

Growhurst 

2,119 

3,580 

330 

Pelbridge 

2,080 

21 ,209 

Godstone 

4,464 

54,555 

5,033 

Horne 

3,603 

9,111 

1,102 

Limpsfield 

4,673 

70,725 

■ 3,499 

Lingf  ield 

9,239 

86,029 

5,951 

Nutf xeld 

3,390 

39,003 

2,043 

Oxted 

3,658 

119,260 

5,420 

Tandridge 

2,722 

8,569 

802 

Tatsf ield 

1,304 

13,891 

1,009 

Titsey 

1,989 

6,243 

119 

TOTALS 

52,507 

£524,570 

32,823 

Gonstituted  as  a 

separate  Parish 

■ 

on  1 st  April,  1 953. 
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TABLE  II 


EXTMCTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

IVIales  242 

Females  219 

Total 

461 

Illegitimate 

" 10 

’’  7 

ti 

17 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estime.ted 

resident  population:- 

14.0 

Do.  1 954 

13.6 

Do,  for  the  five  years  1950  to  1954 

13.5 

Still  Births;- 

Legitimate 

Males  4 

Females  5 

Total 

9 

Illegitimate 

" 0 

» 0 

II 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births:- 

18.4 

Do.  1954 

27.2 

Deaths  (Nett)  :- 

Males  198 

Females  21 5 

Total 

413 

Do.  1954 

" 210 

" 254 

I? 

464 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population;- 

12.1 

Do.  1954 

13.6 

Do,  for  the  five  years  1950  to  1954 

11.7 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring 

in  public 

institutions :- 

53.7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year;- 

Legitimate 

iviales  5 

Females  4 

Total 

9 

Illegitimate 

" 0 

" 0 

II 

0 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year; - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitiinate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from;- 

Gancer 

Measles 

’/The  oping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


18.8 

19.5 

Nil 

73 

Nil 

Nil 

1 
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TA3LE  III 


CAUSES  OF  DKA.TH  TO  THE  GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURIITG  1955. 


1 , Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Mo 

1 

Eo 

1 . 

! 

Total 

2 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

- 

1 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

3.  ^looping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10,  Idalignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

3 

16 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

8 

8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14,  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

20 

22 

42 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

1 

1 6.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

39 

60 

1 8.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

25 

32 

57 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

5 

9 

20,  Other  heart  disease 

20 

29 

49 

21  . Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

11 

21 

22.  Influenza 

«« 

1 

1 

23 , Pneumonia 

1-9 

19 

38 

24.  Bronchitis 

9 

4 

13 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

5 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

5 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion 

31 . Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

4 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

20 

34 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

34.  All  other  accidents 

8 

8 

16 

35.  Suicide 

5 

1 

6 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Totals 

198  I 

215 

413 
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PKEVAIMCE  OF,  MD  CONTROL  OVER,  BIFSGTIOUS  AlCD 


OTIiER  DISEASES . 

Frovision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation 
and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Fhtients  from  the  Rural  District 
are  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospital  at  Bletchingley,  if  the 
required  accommodation  and  facilities  are  available;  otherwise,  they 
are  sent  to  isolation  hospitals  in  other  parts  of  the  Hospital 
Region. 


Uncomplicated  cases  of  the  commoner  infections,  such  as 
measles,  mumps  and  whooping  cough,  are  not  usually  accepted,  unless 
recommended  by  the  Mddical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  grounds  that 
the  patient  cannot  be  satisfactorily  isolated  and  treated  at  home; 
several  such  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year. 

There  v/as  no  complaint  of  difficulty  or  delay  in. 
securing  the  admission  of  infectious  patients  to  hospital;  neither 
was  there  complaint  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  arrangements  for 
ambulance  transport,  nor  v/ith  the  quality  of  the  hospital  services 
given. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Table  IV  shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,  other  tlTc.n  tuberculosis,  recorded  in  the 
area  during  the  calendar  year,  classified  according  to  the  age 
of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to 
hospital  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease. 
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TABLE  IV 


CASES  OF  lE^SCTIOUS  DISK^SE  ( OTEER  TEAM  TUBERCUIOSIS ) 

NOTIFIED  IE  THE  GODSTONE  RURIL  DISTRICT 

DUR3NC  TETE  year  1955. 


1 

? 

CASES  NOTIFIED  BI  AGE  PERIODS 

0 

s • 

• 

d)  rH 

^ oj 

m 

m -rl 

cd 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

rH 

CD  Pj 
w m 

<y 

n 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

-P 

0 

ci  0 

0 ^ 

1 — 1 

Year 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

over 

EH 

Total 

ed  to 

Cd 

-P 

0 

Eh 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

2 

11 

5 

1 

1 

1 

22 

11 

Whooping 

Cough 

3 

4 

5 

4 

3 

11 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

33 

- 

- 

Measles 

12 

36 

60 

70 

75 

364 

28 

- 

9 

4 

1 

- 

659 

9 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

L 

8 

6 

23 

- 

00 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3- 

10 

2 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

22 

3 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Food 

Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

6 

3 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

(a)  Paralytic 

(b)  Non- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

6 

6 

- 

Paralytic 

1 

3 

3 

•• 

7 

5 

— 

Totals 

16 

41 

67 

77 

83 

400 

39 

1 

20 

14 

17 

7 

782 

39 

38 

Totals 

1954- 

6 

18 

I 

12 

12 

15 

87 

13 

6 

11 

8 

4 

4 

186 

40 

38 

All  Forms, 


-11- 


The  number  of  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  was 
considerably  above  the  average  for  the  Rural  District.  An  unusual 
feature  was  the  prolonged  period  of  prevalence,  which  extended  from 
early  in  July  until  the  end  of  November.  Apart  from  concentrations 
uf  five  cases  at  Smallfield  and  three  at  Gods tone,  the  cases  were 
fairly  v/idespread  in  geographical  distribution  and  there  was  little  ,,  , 

evidence  that  they  had  contracted  the  infection  from  a common  source 
or  from  each  other.  Six  of  the  persons  affected  had  paralysis  in 
varying  degree  at  some  stage  of  their  illness,  but  all  recovered  without 
serious  permanent  disability. 

During  the  season  of  expected  prevalance  of  poliomyelitis 
it  is  the  accepted  practice  to  advise  admission  to  hospital  of  suspected 
cases.  This  allows  of  the  c?.rrying  out  of  diagnostic  procedures  which 
cannot  readily  be  undertaken  in  the  patient's  home,  and  has  the  further 
advantage  that,  if  the  suspicion  is  confirmed,  there  is  no  dela.^r  in 
the  provision  of  any  specialised  treatment  that  may  be  necessary.  Six 
suspected  cases  of  poliomyelitis  v/ere  removed  to  hospital  during  the 
year,  but  were  later  reported  not  to  be  suffering  from  that  disease. 

Two  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  of  the  Sonne  type  were 
reported  in  August.  The  persons  affected  were  young  children  in  the 
same  family  and  were  removed  to  hospital  as  they  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
isolated  e.nd  treated  in  the  caravan  in  which  they  were  living. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  iimediate  contacts,'  The 
remaining  twenty  cases  occurred  in  the  form  of  localised  outbreak  in 
the  Oxtcd  district  in  the  month  of  October.  It  had  been  reported  that 
a considerable  number  of  the  children  in  that  district  had  recently 
suffered  from  moderately  severe  diarrhoea,  lasting  for  two  or  three 
days.  In  the  course  of  investigation  it  v/ss  found  th?A  the  illness 

in  some  of  these  cases  vras  due  to  infection  with  the  Sonne,  type,  of 

dysentery  bacillus.  The  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  were 
made  aware  cf  the  position  and  were  offered  the  assistance  of  the  Health 
Visitors  in  the  collection  of  specimens  for  laboratory  examination. 
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Twenty  confirmed  cases  were  reported,  mainly  from  six  households  in  v/hich 
almost  every  member  of  the  family  was  affected.  These,  together  with 
all  known  convalescent  cases  and  possible  carriers  of  the  disease,  were 
kept  under  surveillance  and,  where  necessary,  v/ere  suspended  from 
employment  involving  the  preparation  or  handling  of  food,  until  they  vvere 
shown  by  laboratory  findings  to  be  free  from  infection.  Although  the 
illness  in  most  cases  was  of  the  usual  mild  type  and  of  short  duration, 
the  tracing  and  supervision  of  cases  and  contacts  occupied  a very 
considerable  amount  of  time  and  entailed  the  collection  of  more  than 
two  hundred  specimens  for  laboratory  examination. 

The  six  reported  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  all  due  to 
infection  with  organisms  of  the  Salmonella  group.  Pour  were  single 
cases  occurring  at  widely  separated  intervals  and  in' different  localities, 
and  did  not  appear  to  have  any  connection  with  each  other;  three  Y/ere 
of  such  severity  as  to  require  treatment  in  hospital.  The  infecting 
organism  v/as  identified  in  each  case  in  the  stools  of  the  persons 
affected,  but  laboratory  examination  of  suspected  articles  of  food,  Y^here 
obtainable,  yielded  negative  results.  It  was  consequently  not  possible 
to  trace  the  actual  source  of  infection.  The  remaining  two  cases  v/ere 
members  of  the  same  household.  In  the  course  of  routine  enquiries  'it 
was  elicited,  with  some  difficulty,  that  they  had  been  guests  at  a 
dinner  party  at  which  the  main  dish  v/as  cold  fresh  salmon  and  salad  and 
that  tv/enty-one  other  persons  (including  four  residents  of  the  G-odstone 
Rural  District)  who  had  partaken  of  the  salmon  had  suffered  a few  hours 
later  from  abdominal  pain,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  in  varying  degrees 
of  severity.  Specimens  from  the  persons  affected  gave  positive 
results  for  food  poisoning  organis'ms  (Salmonella  Typhi-murium) ; 
org8.nisms  of  the  same  type  v/ere  identified  in  remnants  of  the  salmon. 

It  was  thus  fairly  clearly  established  that  the  salmon  was  the  vehicle 
of  infection  and  had  in  all  probability  become  contaminated  after 
remova.l  from  the  wrapping  in  which  it  had  been  received  from  the  shop. 

In  support  of  the  latter  assumption,  it  is  of  particular  significance 
that  a member  of  the  domestic  staff  who  assisted  with  the  preparation 
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and  garnishing  of  the  salmon  was  found  to  he  a carrier  of  the  infecting 
organism. 

Reported  outbreaks  of  sudden  illness,  with  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea,  affecting  thirty- one  residents  at  a convalescent  home  and 
fourteen  pupils  and  staff  at  Baldwins  Hill  School,  v/ere  full3r  investigated; 
in  neither  case  v/as  there  any  supporting  evidence  that  the  illness  was 
in  any  way  attributable  to  the  consumption  of  unsound  or  contaminated 
food. 

Measles  follows  a fairl,}'’  vrell  defined  cycle  of  periodic 
prevalence  in  alternate  years.  The  exceptionally  lov/  incidence  of  the 
disease  in  1954-  was  accordingly  succeeded  by  an  extensive  outbree.k  in 
the  early  months  of  1955.  During  that  period  cases  were  reported  from 
almost  every  part  of  the  area  and  mainly  amongst  children  under  the  age 
of  ten  years.  The  total  number  of  cases,  however,  was  not  greater  than 
that  recorded  in  similar  outbreaks  in  the  past.  Nine  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital,  as  they  could  not  be  properly  isolated  and  treated  in  their 
own  homes.  No  mortality  was  ascribed  to  measles  or  its  complications. 

The  incidence  and  mortality  rates  for  the  other  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  were,  on  the  whole,  belcw.  the  average  for  the  Rural 
District,  especially  so  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough, 

✓ 

Reference  might  be  made,  however,  to  the  apparent  discrepancy  betv/een 
the  mortality  from  pneimnonia  and  the  number  of  reported  cases.  This 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  deaths  recorded  under  this 
heading  v/ere  due  to  non-not if iable  forms  of  the  disease. 

Seven  residents  of  the  Rural  District  v/ho  had  been  in 
contact  elsewhere  with  cases  of  para-typhoid  fever  and  one  v/ho  was 
a known  contact  of  smallpox  were  visited  and  kept  under  surveillance 
for  the  prescribed  periods. 


TU3E^.GUI03IS„ 


Particulars  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set  out 
in  Table  V,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area  froni 
the  disease  during  the  same  period. 

The  numbers  of  new  cases  of  respiratory  and  non-respiratory- 
tuberculosis  are  precisely  the  same  as  in  1954  and  represent  rates  of 
prevalence  that  fall  far  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  tv/enty 
years.  A noteworthy  feature  is  the  relative  reduction  in  the  number 
of  males  included  under  each  heading.  One  notification  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  was  subsequently  withdrawn  on  a report  from  the  Chest 
Physician  that  the  person  concerned  yms  not,  in  his  opinion,  so  affected. 
One  case  became  known  through  the  Pegistrar's  returns  of  deaths;  this  vi^.as 
a patient  who  died  in  a hospital  elsev/here  from  a very  rapidly  advancing 
type  of  the  disease. 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  notified  for  the  first  time, 
there  were  reports  of  fifteen  previously-known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(13  respiratory  and  2 non-respiratory ) v/ho  ho.d  recently  taken  up 
residence  in  the  Rural  District.  In  many  of  these  the  disease  is 
considered  to  be  quiescent  or  arrested,  but  all  are  under  the  supervision 
of  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  206  kno'wn  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  district,  including  142  {~/6  males  and  66  females) 
in  which  the  lungs  were  affected,  and  64  (26  ma,les  and  38  females)  with 
tuberculosis  of  ether  organs.  This  is  a decrease  of  6 on  the 
corresponding  total  for  1954?  due  to  reduction  in  the  number  of 
non-respiratory  cases.  Twenty- two  cases  v/ere  removed  from  the  list 
during  the  year  — four  on  death,  fifteen  on  complete  recovery  from 

beinfT  found,  after  full  investigation,  to,  be 

non-tuberculous , 

No  special  action  viras  necessary  under  the  Riblic  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952  (relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 936  (relatin.g  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.) 
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TABLE  V 


mm  CASES  OE  TEBERCULOSIS,  A''TD  all  DE/iTHS 
PROM  THE  DISEASE  IM  THE  ARKA.  DURniG  1 955 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDII'TG  TO  AGE.  SEX  AHD  TYPE  OP  DISEASE. 


Age  periods 

NE''/7 

CASES 

1 

DEATHS 

L__ 

Respiratory 

N 

Res  pi 

on- 

rat  ory 

Respii 

. . 

"at  ory 

Non- 

Re  spir  at  ory 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

r 

M j 

p 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

i 

- 

! 

1 

- 

1-5  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  years 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

15-25  years 

2 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

25  - 35  years 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - L5  years 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

9 

9 

- 

4 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

i 

1954 

12 

6 

4 

•• 

2 

1 

I 

] 

i 
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The  death  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  1955  was 
amongst  the  lov/est  yet  recorded  in  the  G-odstone  Rural  District;  this 
is  a continuation  of  the  marked  downvirard  trend  that  has  been  observed 
in  recent  years,  more  particularly  as  regards  the  respiratory  form  of 
the  disease.  There  has  also  been  a noticeable  shifting  of  mortality 
from  the  younger  to  the  older  age  groups,  which  may  be  due,  in  part 
at  least,  to  the  special  preventive  measures  adopted,  in  relation  to 
young  adolescents  and  the  improved  facilities  for  the  detection  of 
lung  infection  in  its  early  stages,  v/hen  treatment  is  most  likely  to 
be  successful.  In  the  latter  connection,  the  initial  and  periodic 
X-ray  examination  of  certain  classes  of  employees  is  a valuo-ble  practice 
which  could,  with  great  advantage,  be  more  generally  adopted. 

Nen-notif iable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Prom  the  information  obtainable  from  various  sources 
it  would  appear  that  the  rates  of  prevalence  of  the  non-not if iable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  ye3.r  v/ere  exceptionally  low.  The 
reported  cases  included  58  of  chicken  pox,  (mainly  affecting  junior 
pupils  at  Ghelsham  and  Lin, afield  schools),  8 of  G-erraan  measles,  3 
of  mumps,  and  two  of  scabies.  There  were  relatively  few  reported  cases 
of  influenza,  which  Tfas  unusually  prevalent  in  adjoining  districts  in 
the  early  months  of  the  year. 
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VACCINATim  .\ND  ITvII/IQNISATIGN. 


Vaccination  against  Small-pox. 

Vaccination  against  siiiall-pox  is  not  at  present  undertaken  at 
the  County  Council's  Clinics  in  the  area.  Particulars  of  notifications 
of  vaccinations  performed  hy  private  medical  practitioners  during  the 


year  are  as  follows : 

0 - 1 
Year 

1 - 5 

Years 

5-15 

Years 

Over  15 
Years 

Total 

Primary  Vaccination 

154 

151 

10 

13 

328 

Re -vaccination 

- 

4 

36 

109 

149 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  of  infants  under  the  age 
of  twelve  months  has  been  fairly  well  maintained.  It  is  estimated  that 
32,2  per  cent,  of  the  babies  born  in  1955  v/ere  successfully  vaccinated 
against  small-pox  before  the  end  of  the  year.  This  proportion  is  much 
too  low  to  be  regarded  as  a satisfactory  level  of  immunity,  but  is, 
nevertheless,  a welcome  advance  on  the  rates  of  acceptance  of  infant 
vaccination  in  the  years  immediately  following  the  introduction  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  19^6,  under  which  compulsory  powers  in 
relation  to  vaccination  were  abolished. 

Most  of  the  re-vaccinations  were  of  persons  who  were  required 
to  produce  a certificate  of  recent  vaccination  to  enable  them  to  travel 
abroad.  Such  certificates  must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  person  normally  resides. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  available  through  general 
medical  practitioners  and  at  the  County  Council's  Clinics  in  the  area. 

The  numbers  of  children  artif iciedly  iiranunised  during  the  year  are  as 
follows ; 

0-1  1-5  5-15  Total 

Year  Years  Years  

90  18A  152  426 

In  addition,  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  v/ere 
given  to  473  persons,  most  of  v/hom  were  school  entra.nts  who  had  completed 
a course  of  immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously. 
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It  is  estimated  that  rather  more  than  52.0  per  cent,  of 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  close  on  80.0  per  cent,  of  those 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  have  been  artificially  hinmunised 
against  diphtheria,  either  by  their  own  doctors  or  at  the  County  Council's 
Clinics.  The  former  proportion,  though  somewhat  higher  than  usual,  falls 
far  short  of  the  75.0  per  cent,  which  is  considered  to  be  desirable  to 
ensure  a.dequate  protection  of  the  child  population.  It  is  now  c.dvised 
th3.t  infants  should  be  immunised  against  diphtheria  at  the  age  of  three  or 
four  months,  when  the  process  can  v/ith  advantsLO’e  be  combined  vrith  protective 
inoculation  against  whooping  cough.  In  spite  of  the  special  attention 
devoted  to  the  subject  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of  their  routine 
domiciliary  visiting  of  young  children,  there  is  a strong  tendenc}?’  on  the 
part  of  many  parents  to  postpone  immunisation  until  their  children  are 
almost  old  enough  f*r  admission  to  an  infants'  school.  It  is  probable  that 
the  virtual  disappearance  of  actual  co.scs  of  diphtheria,  in  recent  years 
has  tended  to  induce  an  attitude  of  indifference  to  the  importance  of 
securing  protection  against  it. 

Vaccination  against  '’iVhooping  Cough. 

The  County  Council's  scheme  for  v/hooping  cough  vaccination  is 
directed  mainly  to  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  in  v/hom  the  disease 
is  most  likely  to  be  fatal  or  disabling.  It  is  not  the  present  policy  to 
press  the  general  acceptance  of  artificial  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough,  but  parents  v/ho  so  v/ish  may  have  their  children  vaccinated  by 
their  private  doctors,  at  fixed  imraunis£i.tion  clinics  or  at  infant 
welfare  sessions  at  which  diphtheria  imm.unisc.tion  is  at  present  undertaken. 
The  practice  of  combining  whooping  cough  vaccine  with  diphtheria 
prophylactic  is  a notable  advance  and  allowes  of  simultaneous 
inoculation  against  both  diseases. 

The  numbers  of  children  in  different  age  groups  who  completed 


a course  of 

inoculations 

during  the  .year 

are  as 

follows:- 

Under  1 
Year 

1 - 2 
Years 

2-5 

Years 

3-4 

Years 

4-5 

Years 

5-15 

Years 

Total- 

Immunised 

61 

81 

17 

6 

10 

19 

194 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

1 

1 

3 

2 

18 

25 
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The  foregoing  figures  are  more  favourable  than  those  for 
I95I4.,  in  that  they  reflect  an  increase  in  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations 
of  infants  in  the  youngest  age  gi'oup.  Taile  it  is  not  claimed  that  the 
procedure  confers  absolute  protection  in  every  case,  it  undoubtedly  reduces 
the  severity  of  the  disease  and  the  frequenc]''  of  serious  complications  in 
vaccinated  children  who  are  attacked.  The  total  numbers  so  far  immunised 
are  not  sufficient  to  have  any  appreciable  influence  on  the  prevalence  of 
whooping  cough, 

B.C.G,  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  protective 
inocula.tion,  by  B. C.G.  vaccine,  of  selected  children  from  households  in 
which  there  is  an  infectious  case  of  tuberculosis.  ^This  v/ork  is 
underto-ken  rna.inly  by  the  Chest  Physicians,  with  occasional  assistance 
from  the  Divisional  Medical  Staff. 

This  scheme  was  recently  cxtendf,d  to  include  thirteen-year-old 
pupils  at  County  Council  schools.  Subject  to  the  consent  of  their 
parents,  the  pupils  in  this  age  group  are  skin  tested  to  ascertain  if 
they  ho.ve  already  had  a primary  tuberculoys  infection,  and  those  giving 
a negative  result  are  offered  B.C.i^-,  vaccination. 

Three  senior  schools  in  the  G-odstone  Rural  District  were 
dealt  v/ith  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results  :- 


Number  of  children  eligible  for  treatment  225 

Number  consenting  to  treatment  I47 

Percentage  consenting  to  treatment  65.3 


Number  I/Iantoux  tested  133 

Number  giving  a negative  reaction  94 

Percentage  giving  a negative  reaction  70.6 


Number  of  nego.tive  reactors  vaccinated  94 

Percentage  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  100 
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Number  of  vaccinated  children  re-tested 
Number  giving  a positive  reaction 
Percentage  giving  a positive  reaction 


%- 


85 


90.4 


The  proportion  of  eligibl-o  children  accepting  treatment  and 
of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  are  very  satisfactory. 

Measles  Pronhylaxis. 

Immune  serum  is  available  through  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  the  total  or  partial  immunis?.tion  of  susceptible  measles 
contacts.  No  request  for  serum  was  received  during  the  year. 

Protection  against  other  Diseases. 

Prophylatic  inoculation  against  other  infectious  diseases, 
such  as  enteric  fever,  cholera,  fever,  etc,,  is  necessar’/  in 

the  co.se  of  persons  proposing  to  visit  foreign  countries  where  these 
diseo.ses  are  endemic,  and  is  usuall3''  undertaken  at  approved  centres. 

The  Internationo.l  Certificate  required  in  such  cases  must  be 
authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  which 
the  person  resides. 
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W^TER  SUPPLY. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Po.rish  of  Tatsfield,  v;hich  obtains  its 
supply  mainly  from  the  Metropolitan  Tfeter  Board,  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District  is  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  'feter  Company,  In  parts  of  the 
Parish  of  Oxted,  the  Parish  of  Lirapsfield  and  the  parts  of  Tatsfield 
supplied  by  the  Company,  the  v/ater  is  derived  from  the  lov/er  greensand,  and 
elsewhere  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk;  the  water  from  both  sources  is 
chlorinated  and  de-chlorinated  before  distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supplies  from  the  public  ivater  mains  vrere  adequate  in  quantity 
throughout  the  year.  The  quality,  ^.s  revealed  by  chemical  a.nd 
bacteriological  examination  at  regula.r  intervals,  was  invariably  reported 
to  be  satisfactory.  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of 
contamination. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  trt:atmcnt  are  submitted 
twice  weekly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private  a.rrangements 
made  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Compm-iy.  In  addition,  samples  of  the 
treated  water  are  examined  cheuiicallj^  and  bacteriologically  about  forty 
times  a year,  under  a rota  system  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  the  districts  supplied  by  the  Company;  samples  are  taken  in 
each  district  at  stated  times  and  copies  of  the  Analyst's  reports  are 
circulated  to  all  the  districts  concerned. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  each  parish 
supplied  from  the  public  water  ma.ins  (direct  to  houses  and  by  means  of 
sta.nd-pipes ),  wells  and  rain-v/8.ter  tanks  are  set  out  in  Table  VI.  The 
population  supplied  under  each  heading  is  shovm  in  brackets. 

Supplies  from  rain-water  tanks  a.re  confined  to  out-lying 
dwellings  in  the  Parish  of  Tatsfield  and  not  infrequently  fail  completely 
after  prolonged  periods  of  dry  weather.  In  such  an  emergency,  .a  300 
gallon  tank  is  borrov/od,  free  of  char^-'P,  from  the  East  Surrey  'later 
Company  and  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  water  by  local  authorit.y 
transport  to  replenish  the  drinking  water  supplies  of  the  dwellings 
affected;  this  service  v/as  put  into  operation  on  five  occasions  during 
the  year.  Additional  supplies  of  wa,ter  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes  can  usually  be  obtained  from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  on 
payment  of  a small  charge  to  cover  transport  costs. 
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TABLE  VI 


I 

DIRECT  TO 

ST.ATD 

Y/ELLS 

RAIN  WATER 

HOUSES 

PIPES 

.T..-iNKS 

Bletchingley 

8A0 

"12 

9 

(332L) 

(A2) 

(28) 

Bur stow 

710 

A 

(3087)  ■ 

(14) 

Chelsham 

' 300 

II 

(1396). 

(15) 

Crbwhurst 

95 

(326) 

Pelbridge 

5v^2 

1 

4 

(3) 

(12) 

Godstone 

1200 

12 

■ 5 

(A427) 

(36) 

(14) 

Horne 

2A0 

7 

(591) 

(20) 

Limpsfield 

1157 

3 

(3693) 

(7) 

Lingfield 

2009 

6 

(6032) 

(15) 

Nutf icld 

590 

17 

2 

(2016) 

(33) 

(4) 

' Oxted 

1762 

1 

(5590) 

(3) 

T and ridge 

220 

2 

(660) 

(5) 

Tatsf ield 

302 

3 

68 

(760) 

(9) 

(230) 

. Titsey  ' 

hh 

2 

(119) 

(unoccupied) 

TOTALS 

9971 

4-5 

45 

72 

(33if7C) 

(123) 

(122) 

(245) 

drainaib  aid  se  erase 

During  1955  the  main  sewer  v/as  extended  to  the  following  districts: 

Woods ide  Estate,  Smallfield. 

New  Parthingdale  Estate,  Dormansland. 

Chalk  Pit  Lane,  Oxted. 

Sylvan  Close,  High  Street,  Limpsfield, 

Bell  Meadow,  Gods tone, 

Tilgates  Common  Lane,  Bletchingley. 

The  total  number  of  houses  connected  thereto  was  72. 
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CLBxIICS  MD  TREaTI'/iENT  CENTRES 


SECTION II 


( SMITART  D^SPECTION) 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  IWSIECTOR. 


Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Re-inspections  227 
Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  9^ 
Re-inspections 

Inspections  for  issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  15 
Drainage  surveys  79 
Visits  to  Slaughter  House  Premises  15 
Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  for  Meat  Inspection  956 
Visits  to  Knacker  Yards  4 


Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Visits  to  Schools 

Inspection  of  Pood  - number  of  visits 


Milk  Samples  (Pazms) 

(a)  No.  of  samples  passed  biological  examination  70 

(b)  " " ” failed  " ■'  . Nil.. 

(c)  " " " void  . - ^ 

Total  number  of  farm  milk  samples  taken 

Milk  Samples  (Dairies ) 

(a)  No,  of  samples  satisfied  Me th, Blue  and  Phosphatase  exam.  90 

(b)  " " ” failed  ” " exam.  6 

(c)  " ” " " Phosphatase  *'  4 

Total  number  of  dairy  milk  samples  taken 

Mi Ik  Samples  (Schools ) 

ia)  No.  of  samples  satisfied  Meth.Blue  and  Phosphatase  exam,  63 

b)  ” ” " failed  ” ’*  exam.  6 

c)  " " ’*  " Ihosphatase  ” 1 

d)  ” ” ” passed  biological  examination  2 

e)  " " " failed  " '*  Nil 

Total  number  of  school  milk  samples  taken 


Ice  Cream  Samples  taken 
Inspection  of  ice  cream  premises 
Inspections  of  Pood  Premises 


202 

66 

22 


96 


65 

12 

2 

65 


Inspections  of  Pactories  and  Workshops 
Pireguards  Act  Inspections 


49 

10 


Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans  etc. 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 
Drains  Vfeter  tested 

Inspection  of  drainage  work  in  progress 

Notices  served 

(a)  Informal 

(b)  Statutory 

Complaints  investigated 

Infectious  disease  enquiries, and  collection  of  specimens 
Inspection  of  refuse  tips 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  Bacterial  and/or  Chemical  Analysis 

Miscellaneous  inspections 

Number  of  Cesspools  cleansed 

Number  of  loads  removed  from  cesspools 

Disinfection  of  premises 

Disinfestation  of  premises 

Premises  inspected  for  rat  or  mice  infestation 

Rat  Infestations  dealt  with  by  Rablic  Health  Department 

Inspections  under  Pet  Animals  Act 


54 

48 

24 

52 

259 

6 

192 

215 

83 

27 

77 

2214 

3670 

17 

90 

712 

199 


SECTION  III 


HOUSING 
TABLE  VIII 

1 , Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  1955. 

(i)  Inspections  of  houses  under  Housing  and 

Rablic  Health  Acts.  194 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in 
sub-head  (i)  which  were  inspected  under 

the  Housing  Acts  only.  94 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  so 
unfit  as  to  be  incapable  of  repair  at  a 

reasonable  cost.  28 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  66 

2,  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied. 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority.  91 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Act.  2 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936.  4 

(iii)  Under  Section  5 Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act,  1954.  Nil 

3,  Houses  Demolished. 

(i)  Clearance  Areas.  Nil 

(ii)  Not  in  Clearance  Area  - as  a result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  under  Section  11,  Housing 

Act,  1936.  3 

4,  Unfit  houses  closed. 

(i)  Under  Section  11  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Section 

10(1  ) and  11(2)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953.  5 

(ii)  Under  Sections  3(l ) and  3(2)  Housing  Act,  1949.  Nil 

(iii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  12, 

Housing  Act,  1936.  1 

5,  Housing  Repairs  & Rents  4ct,  1954. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates  . 

of  Disrepair  under  Section  26,  7 

(ii)  Number  of  Certificates  granted  under  (i)  above,  7 

6,  Houses  Erected. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  completed  in  1955  by  private 

enterprise,  175 

(ii)  Number  completed  by  local  authority 

(a)  tenanted  101 

(b)  tenant  purchase  4 
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SECTION  IV. 


factories  act,  1937. 

The  factories  on  the  Register  of  the 
Local  Authority  are  as  follows 


TABLE  IX 

Mechanical  Non-Mechan- 

Power  ical  Power 


Aeronautical  Research 

Aerial  Photography 

Agricultural  Engineers 

Aircraft  Repairs  (Engines) 

Bakeries 

Boot  Repairing 

Brass  Finishing 

Brick  Making 

Builders 

Cabinet  Makers 

Chemical  Manufacturers 

Cigarette  Factory 

Cleaners  and  Dyers 

Coach  Builders 

Concrete  Products 

Corn  Provenders 

Cycle  Repairers 

Dairies 

Dressmaking 

Electrical  Engineering 

Fire  Extinguishers 

Flour  Milling 

Fruit  Storage 

Fullers  Earth  Works 

French  Chalk  Grinders 

Gas  Storage 

Grass  Drying 

Jewellers 

J oinery 

Launderies 

Leaded  Lights 

Light  Engineering  Works 

Motor  Repairers 

Photographic 

PluJribers 

Printers 

Projection  Room 

Radar  Assembly 

Rodent  destruction 

Saddlery 

Sawmills 

Stonemason 

Smithies 

Tile  and  Concrete 

Tool  Makers 

Tailoring 

Upholstery 

Wax  Modelling 

V/he  e Iwr  i gh  t s 

Woodcrafts 


1 

1 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

4 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

0 

6 

2 

1 

7 

21 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


0 
■ 0 
0 
0 

4 
1 
0 
0 

11 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

5 
0 
0 

3 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Total 


1 

1 

2 

1 

13 

2 

1 

4 

11 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

.1. 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

8 

7 

1 

7 

26 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

. 2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 


43 


97 


142 


The  Pollov/ing  Table  indicating  the  v/ork  carried  out 
during  the  year  1955  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  Factories,  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Act:- 

HTSPECTICMS. 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Eegister 


Number  of 


Inspec- 

tions 


Y^ritten 

Notices 


Occupiers 

prosecuted 


Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3j4  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 


45 


17 


4 


Nil 


2. 


Factories  not  included 
in  (1  ),  to  which  Section 
7 applies  (a)  subject  to 
the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforcement 
Order  1938)  (b)  Others 

3.  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out- 
v/orkers'  premises) 


97 


Nil 


32 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


TOTAL 


142 


49 


Nil 


CASES  UN  WHICH  DEFECTS  YffiRE  POJND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
Y/hich 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Pound 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

YYant  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Overcrov/ding  (S,2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S,3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4) 

3 

1 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  , 

Other  offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

TOTAL 

6 

4 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

1 
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OUTyfORK  (section  110  and  111  ) 


During  the  year,  eight  lists  of  outworkers  v/ere 
received,  and  these  referred  to  eighteen  private  premises  situated 
mostly  in  the  Parish  of  Godstone.  Inspections  made  of  the 
dwellings  concerned  v/ere  all  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  occupations  followed 

fearing  apparel  - making  etc.  6 

Artificial  flov/ers 1 

Lampshades  (preparation  and  completion)  11 


FIRE  PRECAUTIONS  (SECTION  34) 

One  application  (subsequently  withdrawn)  was  made  for 
a Certificate  of  Adequacy  of  the  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire, 
A full  inspection  of  the  factory  was  made,  and  certain 
recommendations  put  before  the  management.  However,  the  number 
of  employees  was  reduced,  and  the  requirements  of  Section  34  of 
the  Factories  Act  no  longer  applied,- 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  other 
factories  within  the  district,  and  details  are  given  in  the 
Table  on  Page  28, 
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REFUSE  COLLECTIOJ. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  collection  of  house 
refuse  was  greatly  disorganised  by  bad  road  conditions  following 
downfalls  of  snow,  and  subsequent  icing  over  of  road  surfaces. 

There  was  also  illness  amongst  the  collection  staff  which  meant 
additional  disruption.  By  the  end  of  February,  however,  everything 
was  back  to  normal. 

In  June  application  was  made  by  the  Growhurst  Parish  Council 
and  by  individual  residents  of  the  parish  for  a more  frequent  collection 
of  refuse.  The  collection  is  made  monthly,  and  is  confined  to 
indestructible  refuse  only.  The  Public  Health  Committee  decided  to 
review  the  position  of  the  district  as  a whole,  and  called  for  a full 
report  on  the  collection  of  household  refuse  throughout  the  Codstone 
Rural  District,  and  suggested  that  in  the  meantime  a circular  letter 
signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  calling  for 
co-operation  from  householders  to  burn  all  combustible  rubbish  and 
to  compost  organic  matter  be  sent  to  all  ratepayers.  In  this  way  it 
i-S  hoped  to  keep  the  contents  of  the  dustbin  to  a uinirnum.  An  appeal 
for  more • salvage  will  also  be  incorporated. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  carried  out  by  controlled 
tipping  at  Taylors  Hill  Sandpit,  G-odstone,  The  levelling,  covering 
and  consolidation  being  done  by  a Chaseside  Spreader  and  Shovel. 

This  vehicle  has  now  been  in  operation  for  some  six  years,  and  has 
proved  to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  saving  in  wear  and  tear  on 
the  refuse  lorries  when  unloading  at  the  tip  cannot  be  over  emphasised  -j.nd 
prior  to  the  use  of  mechanical  consolidation  nearly  every  refuse 
vehicle  in  use  at  that  time  suffered  a fractured  chassis  and 
innumerable  punctures. 


-30- 


Unfortunately  the  tip  is  still  a great  attraction  to 
children  and  youths  at  week-ends  despite  Police  visits  from  time 
to  time,  A quite  serious  fire  was  started  deliberately  by  youths, 
and  it  was  several  weeks  before  we  got  it  under  control. 

The  amount  of  salvage  waste  paper  returned  to  the  Mills 
during  1955  amounted  to  some  110  tons.  This  is  a decline  on  the 
previous  year,  but  it  is  hoped  that  after  the  appeal  to  the  householders, 
the  quantity  put  out  for  salvage  w'ill  increase.  The  usual  chart 
showing  monthly  collections  of  salvage  is  attached, 

PET  SHOPS  ACT,  1 951 . 

There  are  three  premises  licensed  under  this  Act.  In 
the  strict  sense  of  the  word  they  are  not  true  pet  shops.  In  two 
cases  the  ovmers  are  breeding  budgerigars  and  dispose  of  their  surplus 
stock  by  Sale,  and  the  third  is  a corn  chandlers,  and  occasionally 
cage  birds  and  gold  fish  are  on  sale. 

All  three  premises  are  run  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 


PIRE&UARDS  ACT,  1952. 

The  need  for  a concentrated  programme  of  inspection  has 
now  ceased  due  to  all  new  stock  manufactured  by  reputable  firms 
complying  with  the  requirements  before  leaving  the  factory.  Most 
old  stock  has  now  been  disposed  of  and  replaced  by  new.  Occasional 
checks  are  made  of  apparatus  being  offered  for  sale. 
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SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


riTilSSPOOL  CLEANSING. 


The  number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  for 
cleansing  of  cesspools  by  the  Public  Health  Department  showed  a steady 
increase  on  the  previous  years'  figures.  The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed 
was  2,214  and  the  number  of  loads  amounted  to  3,670.  This  represents 
a total  of  2,752,500  gallons  of  sewage  removed. 

With  such  an  increase,  the  two  cesspool  cleansing  vehicles 
employed  by  the  Council  could  not  cope  with  the  heavy  demands  which 
were  made  on  our  sen^ices  in  IViarch  and  April,  and  we  had  to  employ  a 
private  contractor  to  assist.  He  emptied  3%  cesspools  amounting  to 
592  loads  removed. 

The  usual  chart  showing  the  monthly  applications  received  and 
loads  removed  is  attached. 

The  question  of  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  always  a 
difficult  matter  and  the  majority  of  loads  removed  have  been  dealt  with 
at  the  sewage  works,  but  great  care  has  to  be  taken  not  to  overload  the 
smaller  v/orks  with  this  material  otherwise  the  resultant  effluent  from 
the  works  will  be  adversely  affected,  A certain  amount  of  disposal  on 
farmland  was  achieved,  but  weather  conditions  governed  this  method  of 
disposal  very  considerably. 


MORTUARIES. 

An  extension  of  the  telephone  has  now  been  installed  in  the 
mortuary  and  has  proved  to  be  of  considerable  benefit.  The  number 
of  bodies  brought  into  the  mortuary  during  1955  amounted  to  66.  Of 
these,  43  were  from  the  Godstone  Rural  District,  and  23  from  Caterhara 
and  Warlingham  Urban  District, 

The  mortuary  is  well  maintained,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
at  times  a refrigerated  chamber  would  be  very  useful  particularly  in 
those  cases  where  delay  in  the  removal  of  bodies  for  burial  occurs. 
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CESSPOOL  CLEANS  B: 


S"]CTIC^T  -V. 


FOOD  AKD  DRJ&.S-AGT..  l938-i95Q. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
responsible  for  the  sampling  of  foodstuffs,  and 
the  following  list  is  a record  of  the  samples 
and  action  taken  v/ithin  the  Godstone  Rural 
District.  In  addition  a return  of  the  samples 
submitted  and  analysed  throughout  the  County 
for  1955  is  appended. 


SAlViPLDS  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 
WITHIN  THE 

GODCTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


■Articles 

T 

Analysed 

Adulterated  or 
Irregular 

l 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

FOOD; 

Milk 

108 

7 

115 

8 

- 

8 

Biscuits 

1 

- 

1 

Butter 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Cake  & Pudding 
mixture 

1 

- 

1 

Confectionery 

5 

- 

- 

Cream,  double 

1 

- 

1 

Dripping 

1 

- 

1 

Ice-Cream 

1 

- 

1 

Plums,  Victoria 

1 

- 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

2 

Suet 

1 

- 

1 

Tomato  juice 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Tomato  puree 

- 

1 

1 

?/hisky 

4 

- 

4 

DRUGS ; 

Chemical  food 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

I Totals 

129 

11 

140 

i 

1 

12 
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FOOD  AKD  DEUGS  ACTS,  1938-30. 

Return  of  Samples  anal-ysed  during  Year  1953» 


Articles 

Samples 

Adulterated  or 

Irregular 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

FOOD: 

Milk 

997 

66 

1,063 

33 

2 

35 

Almond  paste 

1 

- 

1 

Almond  s , ground 

1 

2 

3 

Baby  Foods 

5 

1 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Biscuits 

7 

- 

7 

2 

- 

2 

Blackcurrant  Juice 

- 

1 

1 

Blackcurrant  Syrup 

- 

1 

1 

Bran  Flakes 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Butter 

.4 

- 

.4  , 

Cake 

2 

- 

2 

Cake  and  Pudding  mixtures 

2 

- 

2 

1. 

- 

1 

Cheese 

- 

22 

22 

- 

2 

2 

Cheese  spread 

2 

2 

4 

Chicken  spread 

1 

- 

1 

Confectionery 

7 

17 

24 

- 

2 

2 

Cream,  double 

3 

6 

9 

- 

1 

1 

Cream,  sterilised 

- 

1 

1 

Curry  powder 

- 

1 

1 

Dripping 

1 

1 

2 

Pish  cakes 

- 

1 

1 

Pish  paste 

1 

- 

1 

Gin 

10 

- 

10 

Grapefruit 

- 

6 

6 

Honey 

2 

1 

3 

r 

Ice-Cream 

5 

4 

9 

Iced  Lolly 

- 

3 

3 

Jam 

1 

1 

2 

• 

Jelly 

1 

2 

3 

La2?d 

3 

- 

3 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

1 

2 

Margarine 

9 

5 

14 

1 

1 

Marmalade,  diabetic 

- 

1 

1 

Marzipan 

1 

1 

2 

Meat  paste 

4 

- 

4 

Meat'  Pie 

— 

2 

2 

Milk,  flavoured 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Milk  powder,  skjjDmed 

1 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

Piccalilli 

- 

1 

1 

Plums  in  syrup 

- 

1 

1 

Plums,  Victoria 

1 

— 

1 

Potatoes,  new 

1 

— 

1 

Rolls,  starch  reduced 

- 

1 

1 

Rum 

4 

- 

4 

Salad  Cream 

— 

1 

1 

Sardines 

1 

1 

Sausage  meat 

1 

- 

1 

Sausage  preservative 

- 

1 

1 

Sausages 

10 

9 

19 

1 

2 

3 

Soft  Drinks 

4 

6 

10 

Suet 

1 

- 

1 

Carried  forward 

1,095 

173 

1,268 

41 

12 

53 
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Articles 

Samples 

Multerated  or 

Irregular 

Pormal 

Informal 

Total 

Pormal 

Informal 

Total 

Brought  foiTvard 

1,095 

173 

1,268 

41 

12 

53 

POOD : ( continued ) 

» 

Sugar 

2 

1 

3 

Sultanas 

- 

1 

1 

Tea 

- 

1 

1 

Tomato  juice 

2 

2 

A 

2 

1 

3 

Tomato  Ketchup 

- 

1 

1 

Tomato  puree 

- 

1 

1 

Trout,  Pate  of 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

3 

3 

6 

1* 

- 

1 

Whisky 

19 

2 

21 

DRUGS: 

Ascorbic  Acid  tablets 

1 

1 

Aspirin  tablets 

- 

2 

2 

Calamine  ointment 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Calci’om  tablets 

1 

- 

1 

Catarrh  pastilles 

- 

1 

1 

Chemical  Pood 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Coal  Tar  ointment 

1 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  & Malt 

extract 

— 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

1 

Glucose  Tablets 

— 

2 

2 

Inhale nt 

1 

1 

Iodine  ointment 

— 

1 

1 

Kaolin  mixture 

1 

3 

4 

-] 

Soda  Mint  tablets 

1 

1 

Vitamin  syrup 

- 

1 

1 

Zinc  paste 

1 

1 

Totals 

1,12A 

207 

1,331 

45 

15 

60 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  a conviction  obtained 
against  each  of  two  partners  for  selling  malt  vinegar  not 
of  the  quality  demanded. 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPEGTICN  AND  SIJPEWISIQN  OF  POOD  AND  FOOD  PBEMISES, 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  were  4 dairy  premises  (other  than  dairj'"  farms)  and 
17  milk  distributors  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the  31st 
December,  1955.  In  addition  there  are  11  distributors  registered 
in  other  districts,  and  have  milk  rounds  which  embrace  certain  parts 
of  the  Godstone  Rural  District,  It  is  necessary  therefore  for  these 
people  to  hold  supplementary^  licences  from  this  authority.  They 
have  all  made  application  and  licences  have  been  granted. 

Two  premises  are  licensed  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  for 
the  pasteurisation  of  milk,  and  routine  samples  of  milk  are  taken  to 
ensure  that  the  proper  standards  are  observed.  These  premises  are 
situated  at  Outv.'ood  and  Dorraansland.  Until  recently,  premises  at 
Bletchingley  were  also  licensed,  but  the  plant  was  closed  down  for 
overhaul  and  has  not  been  re-opened. 

The  results  of  examination  of  samples  of  milk  taken  during 
the  year  are  set  out  in  Section  II.  Rav/  milk  is  subjected  to  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  All  such  samples 
proved  to  be  negative  in  this  respect. 

The  Public  Health  laboratory'’  at  Brighton  continue  to  deal 
with  all  our  milk  samples  and  pathologica.1  specimens  and  provide  a 
very  efficient  service, 

(b)  SHOPS  ACT.  1954,  and  ROOD  AMD  DRUGS  kOT,  1955.  ■ 

Attached  ms  a list  of  the  food  premises  situated  within  the 
Godstone  Rural  District.  The  various  trades  are  set  out  to  enable 
an  assessment  to  be  made  of  the  wide  scope  and  application  that 
regulations  'will  have  to  cover  in  order  to  meet  the  various  specialised 
requirements  of  the  different  trades  involved 

Grocers,  Provision  Merchants  and  General  Stores  ...  70 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  10 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  12 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ,,  52 
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Fishmongers  

Public  Houses  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Confectioners  ......  ... 

Butchers  

Hospitals  and  Private  and  Boarding  Schools 


...  50 

...  31 

...  23 

. . . • 37 


The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act, 
1955  are  as  follows: 

Registered  ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  92 
Premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  ...  ...  21 


During  the  year,  65  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the 
opportunity  was  always  taken  during  the  course  of  these  inspections  to 
discuss  hygiene  topics  generally,  and  to  always  make  the  point  that  hand 
washing  is  one  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  food  hygiene,  and  without 
this  simple  operation,  all  other  efforts  may  come  to  nought. 


Work  carried  out  at  food  premises  follov/ing  visits  and  on  the 


advice  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was  as  follov/s:- 

Refrigerator  windov/  display  1 

Refrigerator  display  cabinets  2 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation  and  v/ashing  facilities  3 

Pood  shops,  store  rooms,  food  preparation  rooms  cleansed, 

redecorated  and  re-organised,  (in  terms  of  premises)  1 


The  Pood  Handling  Byelaws  are  in  the  main  observed  fairly  vrell 
by  food  traders.  When  the  new  food  Hygiene  Regulations  come  into  force 
next  year,  there  will  be  more  stringent  conditions  to  observe,  and  no 
doubt  some  premises  will  require  modification. 


ICE  CREAl'I. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
is  now  92,  There  is  in  addition  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  who  uses 
a cold  mix  only,  and  does  not  therefore  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Heat  Treatment  Regulations. 


Seven  samples  of  ice  cream  v/ere  submitted  for  analysis  and 
report  and  gave  the  following  results 

Three  samples  . . . Grade  I 

Seven  samples  . . . Grade  II 

Two  samples  ...  Grade  III 
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SLAUGHTEmOJSES. . 


The  eight  slaughterhouses  licensed  by  the  Council  are  in 
regular  use,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  number  of  animals  inspected, 
and  the  visits  made  for  the  purpose,  the  department  is  kept  very  busy 
in  maintaining  a hundred  percent  inspection  service.  The  work  entails 
a considerable  amount  of  eveninp  v/ork  and  occasionally  early  morning, 
and  week-end  v/ork  is  also  required.  The  number  of  visits  to 
slaughterhouses  it  will  be  noted  rose  to  the  considerable  total  of 
956,  This  has  of  course  meant  some  curtailment  in  certain  other 
duties. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  in  the  slaughterhouses 
is  reasonably  good,  and  in  some  cases  it  is  excellent.  The  quality 
of  the  carcases  inspected  is  of  a high  standard,  and  this  is  reflected 
in  the  comparatively  small  quantity  of  meat  condemned, 

Vi/here  serious  disease  is  the  reason  for  condemnation,  more 
stringent  action  is  taken  to  render  the  meat  unusable,  and  it  is 
normally  removed  by  the  Meat  Inspector  for  disposal  under  his 
supervision. 

All  condemned  meat  is  treated  with  green  dye  before  release 
to  fat  merchants,  the  main  method  of  disposing  of  this  type  of 
material. 


There  are  28  licensed  slaughtermen  operating  within  the 
Godstone  Rural  District,  They  are  all  experienced  men  and  carry 
out  their  duties  efficiently  and  humanely. 

The  one  knackers  yard  at  Pelbridge  has  had  some  improvements 
made,  but  the  owner  has  a scheme  for  considerable  alteration  in 
order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  proposed  new  Byelaws  for 
Knackers  Yards, 
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CARCASES  MD  OFFAL  INSPECTED  ML  CQNDEMNED  BT  MOLE 
OR  IN  PART  DURIRG  THE  YEAR  M 955. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  ' 
and 

Lambs 

j 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if 
knoTO ) 

309 

51 

367 

427 

1875 

Number  inspected 

309 

51 

367 

427 

1875 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

y/hole  carcases, 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  ./hich 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

70 

8 

2 

9 

103 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  v/ith 

disease  other 

than  tuberculosis 
and  cvsticeui. 

22.6 

15.7 

.54 

2.1 

5.4 

Tuberculosis  only: 
^jiThole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
T/as  condemned 

25 

4 

. 

58 

Percentage  of  the 
nuiiiber  inspected 
a.ffected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.4 

7.8 

3.1 

I 

! Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
som.e  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

- 

- 

— 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS^ 


Cattle 

Excluding 

C ows 

Cov/s 

Calves 

. Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Entire  carcase  and 
organs 

- 

- 

1 

Hindquarters 

1 

Pore quarters 

1 

- 

1 

Part  of  forequarter 

1 

- 

- 

Heads  and  tongues 

6 

1 

- 

— 

1 

56  j 

Lungs 

20 

5 

— 

— 

! 

7 1 

Livers 

7 

1 

- 

f 

7 ^ 

Mis  cellaneous 

11 

- 

1 

! 

1 . 

- 

16  j 
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OTHER  DISEASES  MD  COrOITIONS. 


CATTLE, 

1 tongue 
1 heart 
1 foreleg 
1 foreleg 

Part  of  1 peritoneum 

1 set  lungs 

Part  of,1  set  lungs 

I kidney 

Part  of  1 spleen 
3 livers 

Parts  of  1 1 livers 

I I livers 

Parts  of  ZfO  livers 
1 liver 

Part  of  5 livers 
1 liver 

Part  of  2 livers 
CALVES, 

1 set  lungs 
Parts  of  3 carcases 
1 set  lungs 
SHEEP, 

Parts  of  6 carcases 
(including  6 hind  legs) 

. 3 sets  of  lungs 

Part  of  1 liver 

PIGS, 

1 entire  carcase  and 

organs 

Part  of  1 forequarter 

Part  of  1 hind quarter 
and  1 foreleg 

36  lbs.  f orequarter 

2 hindquarters 

90  lbs,  carcase  meat 

Head,  shoulder  and  part 
loin 

A heads  and  tongues 

1 head  and  tongue 

1 sows  udder 

54  sets  of  lungs 

Parts  of  8 sets  of  lungs 

1 set  of  lungs 

Parts  of  2 sets  of  lungs 

3 sets  of  lungs 
1 set  of  lungs 


actinomycosis 
degenerated  cysts 
broken  tibia 
injury 

inflammation  due  to  penetration  of  wire 
from  reticulum 

enlarged  and  congested 

abscess 

degeneration 

inf  lamination 

cirrhosis 

cirrhosis 

distomatosis 

do. 

multiple  abscesses 
abscess 

distomatosis  and  abscess 
cavernous  angioma 

emphysema 

bruising  due  to  injuries 
congestion 


injury  by  dogs 

strongyli 

distomatosis 


oedema 

abscesses 

injury 

pneumonia  and  abscesses, 
bruising 

parts  of  6 pigs  injured  in  transit 

pleurisy  and  peritonitis 
abscesses 
malignant  growth 
actinomycosis 
pneumon ia 
do, 

pleurisy 

do. 

congestion 

abscesses 
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PIGS.  (Continued) 

Part  of  1 set  of  lungs- 
10  livers 
Parts  of  3 livers 
1 liver 
3 livers 
1 liver 
6 hearts 
1 spleen 

1 peritoneum 

2 kidneys 


necrosis  

parasitic  invasion 
do, 

ahscesses 

peritonitis 

congestion 

perica.rditis 

peritonitis 

peritonitis 

oedema. 


OTHER  POODSTUPPS. 

239  Ihs,  of  imported  heef 

33  Ihs.  legs  of  pork 

2x6  Ihs. tins  of  corned  heef 

3x12  ozs,  tins  minced  meat 

loaf 


hone  taint 
hlood  splash 
damaged  tin. 

hloTO  tin 


if  stones  dog  fish 
5 stones  smoked  cod 
2 stones  coley  fillet 


decomposition 

do. 

do. 


3 Ihs,  Cream  cheese  ' rancid. 


17x2  Ihs.  tomatoes 

1 X l6  ozs.  apricots  in  syrup 

1 X 20  ozs.  pineapple 

1x6  Ihs.  peach  pulp 

9 Ihs.  10  ozs.  Chinese  egg 
albumen 

13  ozs.  do. 

86  X 3d.  cakes 


hlovm  tins 
hlovm  tin 
do. 

damm.ged  tin, 
salmonellae 

suspected  contamination  with 
salmonella  organism. 

manufactured  with  egg  albumen 
suspected  of  salmonella 
contamination. 


SECTION  VII 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19^9, 

During  the  year  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  v/as  carried  out 
efficiently  hy  the  Rodent  Operator.  Details  of  the  work  done  is  set 
out  in  Table  X. 

The  number  of  major  rat  infestations  found  at  all  premises  was 
only  21  and  for  mice  1k,  This  is  not  a high  proportion  out  of  a total 
of  199  infestations  treated. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  infestations  dealt  v/ith 
during  the  year  is  considerably  less  than  for  the  previous  12  months.  This 
does  not  mean  that  the  work  of  rodent  control  has  been  neglected  or  has 
become  unnecessary  because  constant  vigilance  is  the  only  way  in  which  the 
number  of  infestations  can  oe  kept  to  a minimum.  Many  visits  v/ere  made 
to  premises  where  complaints  had  been  received  of  rat  infestation,  but 
it  was  found  on  inspection  that  several  people  were  complaining  of  the 
same  rat*  This  creature,  as  is  well-known,  travels  via  several  gardens 
to  its  source  of  food,  and. the  same  rat  is  therefore  often  seen  by  a number 
of  people.  Another  factor  affecting  rat  infestations  is  of  course  the 
abundance  or  otherwise  of  food  supplies.  Pood  is  now  norally  much 
bott^].”  'protected  than  over  before  and  this  has  of  course  reduced  major 
rat  inf est3.t ions  very  considerably. 

Routine  visits  are  paid  to  the  refuse  disposal  tips,  sewage 
disposal  v/orks  and  depots  owned  by  the  Council. 

The  usual  testing  of  10^  of  all  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out 
and  treatments  of  minor  rat  infestations  in  the  sewers  at  Lingfield, 

Godstone  and  Nutfield  were  successfully  completed. 

School  canteens  and  kitchens  v/ere  visited  at  intervals,  and  any 
necessary  treatment  for  insect  control  was  carried  out.  Once  every 
year  a precautionary  treatment  against  cockroaches,  steam  flies  and 
other  insects  is  undertaken. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  Smallfield  Hospital  to  carry  out 
treatment  for  the  prevention  of  cockroaches  and  other  insects,  and  certain 
County  Co’uncil  convalescent  homes  were  also  included  in  a routine  visit  of 
inspection  and  treatment  where  necessary. 
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T.iBLE  X. 


FREyMTICW  OF  3Y  PBSTS  ACT,  1949. 

REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  BNDXD  31  ST  MkRCH,  195^. 

NAIffi  OP  IOC.U.  AUTHORITY:  GODSTOHE  ..UR..L  DISTRICT  CClillGII.  (COUNTY):  SURREY. 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 


N on -Agricultural 

1 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dvrelling 

Houses 

( inc. Council 
Houses ) 

(3) 

all  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises ) 

(4)  1 

Total  of  1 
Gols.(l  ),! 
( 2 ) and  1 

(3)  I 

1 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority’s  District 
(Notes  1 and  2) 

11 

9102 

1020 

1 

i 

10,133 

A8A 

II.  Number  of  properties  insp- 

ected as  a result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e,g,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

Nil 

135 

30 

^85 

1 

8 

r 

2 

16 

105 

I 

3 

219 

Nil 

222 

110 

III,  Total  inspections  carried 

out  - including  re-inspect- 
ions.  (To  be  completed  onl^ 
if  figures  are  readily 
available, ) 

18 

AOO 

32A 

7A2 

IV,  Number  of  properties  inspec 
ted  (in  Sect.Il)  which  v/ere 
found  to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  (Ma.jor 
(Minor 

1 

16 

3 

20 

1 

7 

116 

11  . 

13A 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

6 

1A 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

10 

30 

Nil 

V,  Number  of  infested  proper- 

ties (in  Sect.IV)  treated 
by  the  L.A.  (Pigures  should 
NOT  exceed  those  given 
at  Sect.IV) 

8 

160 

30 

1 • - 

198 

1 

VI,  Total  treatments  carried 
out  - including  re-treat- 
ments. (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available.) 

1 

i 

f 

1 

i — — 

I 

1 

1 

— 

— 

VII,  Number  of  notices  served 

under  Section  A of  the  Act 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structuro-1  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

Nil 

i 

i 

i 

Nil  i Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

VIII. Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  wap  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Sect.  A of 
the  Act. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

X.  Number  of  "Block"  control 

schemes  carried  out 

5 

NOTE  1 , - Nith  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties,  a property  means  one 
which  is  entered  separatel3/-  in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the  area. 

NOTE  2.  - (i)  Premises  used  by  the  L.A,  for  the  purposes  of  tr?.de  should  he 
entered  in  Col,  (3). 

(ii)  Sewers  should  not  he  included. 

(iii)  Comhined  dwelling  a.nd  business  premises,  \,iiere  occupied  by  the  same 

person,  should  he  regarded  o.s  business  premises  and  should  be  entered 
in  Col,  (3).  Ifhere  the  dwelling  and  business  parts  of  the  pi’emises  t?.re 
in  separate  occupation,  separate  entries  should  be  made  in  Cols.  (2)  d,  (3) 
NOTE  3.  “ Por  the  purpose  of  completing  Sections  II,  IV  and  V,  ea.ch  property  should 
be  entered  once  only  in  respect  of  inspections,  infestations  or  treatments. 
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